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Safety History: from Chernobyl to Fukushima

ω Acceleration in development of safety standards, 
guidelines and services to assist countries affected

ω Adoption of the Notification and Assistance 
Conventions (1986), and of the Convention on 
Nuclear Safety in 1994

ω Department of Nuclear Safety was created a 
decade later

ω 25 years later: Fukushima

ñéRadioactivity does not respect national 

boundaries, or national sovereignties. 

Rules ensuring the safe use of large-scale 

nuclear activities should therefore be 

worked out internationally and accepted to 

apply everywhereé.ò

Hans Blix, 

former IAEA Director General3
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Security History: 9/11

September 11, 2001 aftermath of terrorist  attack: 

ω Security risks from outside groups or insider threats became of 
paramount concern surrounding nuclear power plant critical 
infrastructure 

ω Questionable whether reactors would withstand such attacks 

Å2003 Office of Security 

ÅAmendment of the CPPNM launched in 1998, 
adopted in 2005, in Force: 20??

Å Lessons from Fukushima?
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Convention on Early Notification 
of a Nuclear Accident

ωStrengthens the  international response for 
nuclear accidents by providing a mechanism for 
rapid information exchange in order to minimize 
radiological consequences

ωApplies in the event of any accident involving 
specified facilities or activities of a State Party 
from which a release of radioactive material 
occurs or is likely to occur and which has resulted 
or may result in an international trans-boundary 
release that could be of radiological safety 
significance to another State.
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Early Notification Convention 

IAEA Member States, not Parties to 

the Convention

IAEA Member States, Parties to the 

Convention 151 Member States

114 Parties including 

FAO, WMO, WHO & EURATOM

(April 2012)
States, not IAEA Members, not 

Parties to the Convention
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Notification Convention 
Response  Obligations

ωForthwith notify potentially affected States and 
relevant international organizations

ωPromptly provide additional information
ωtime, location and nature of event 

ωfacility or activity involved

ωassumed or established cause

ωgeneral characteristics of radioactive release

ωmeteorological conditions

ωmonitoring data

ωprotective actions, and

ωpredicted behavior of radioactive release
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Countries Registered in RANET

Registered Member States
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