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NRC Initiativeson Y 2K Problem

| nformation Notice 96-70, December 1996

|nteractionswith NEI, NUSM G and licensees beginning
In early 1997

NEI/NUSM G 97-07 and 98-07 guidance documents
Workshops for information exchange

NRC Generic Letter (GL) 98-01, May 1998

12 sample audits of licensee programs,
September 1998 thru January 1999

Agency contingency planning, Fall 1998



NRC GL 98-01

All initial responses (90 days from date of GL ) received

All licensees are implementing Y 2K programs
per NEI/NUSM G 97-07 guidelines

Second response due by July 1999 to confirm Y 2K
readiness and/or schedule of remaining activities

NRC staff review to determine need for plant
specific action



NRC GL 98-01, Supplement 1

In January 1999 issued a supplement to request
licenseesto provide an alternative responseto GL
08-01's second response

Responseto confirm Y 2K readiness of facility with
regard to systemswithin the scope of license and
regulations as well as systemsrequired for
continued oper ation

| nformation requested consistent with the Year 2000
| nformation and Readiness Disclosure Act of
October 19, 1998



Sample Audits

Evaluate effectiveness of Y 2K program implementation

Current status of effort, future actions and
schedule, and contingency planning

Sample consists of different plant vendor typesin all 4
regions, various plant ages and computer uses

Twelve audits completed by the end of January 1999

Deter mine need for further generic action



Y 2K Audit Observationsto Date

- NEI/NUSM G 97-07 guidanceresultsin an effective
program

- Programsare generally on scheduleto be Y 2K ready by
July 1, 1999. Someremediation and testing scheduled
for Fall 1999 outage

- Management oversight isvital for program effectiveness

- Limited computer usein mission critical and safety-
related functions

- Contingency planning just beginning



Y 2K Audit Observations (Continued)

- Sharing information via owners groups and utility
alliancesisaiding effort

- Corporate and plant programs must interface

- Failluresidentified in embedded systems have generally
not affected the function performed, but led toerrors
such asincorrect datesin printouts, logs, or displays

- Central control of Y2K activities, independent peer
review and aggressive QA promotes consistency across
the activities and products



Agency contingency planning consider ations

- NRC tobeprepared for potential events at facilities
resulting from Y 2K problem

Activate incident response center in advance
Augment incident response center personnel
Ensure communications with licensees

Address means for continued operation in the event of non-
safety significant license non-compliance issues

- Task group developing proposed agency contingency
plan

- Plan will be coordinated and communicated to licensees



Summary of Status of Y2K Initiatives

- GL 98-Ol1initial responsesreceived

- Y2K auditscompleted in January 1999; additional
review of site-specific contingency planning activities
being considered

- GL 98-01 second response on readiness confirmation
due July 1999 for staff review; determine need for plant
specific action

- Agency contingency plan under development
Continued/heightened external interest -

Presidents Council, Congress, media, non-nuclear
organizations and public



