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Co-op Fukushima introduction 

 

Co-op Fukushima is 
operating in Nakadoori 
area and  Hamadoori 
area with 190,000 
members (about 35% of 
households in the area). 
 

Total members of Co-op 
is  20 million households 
(one third in nationwide). 

Monthly Co-op committee 
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Co-op Hobara store after the 
earthquake (Date City) 

★9 stores of Co-op 
Fukushima had large 
damages in the Great 
East Japan 
Earthquake 
 
★Poeple bought foods 
at store fronts 
without knowing of 
radioactivity, because 
they didn't enter the 
stores. 
 
★Air radiation dose: 
20μSv/h at that time 
 
 



Progres one by one in the view of 

residents 

• Workshops about "What is radioactilvity?" 

• Measured actual external exposure by glass badge 

• Learned how to measure radioactivity contained in meals 

and how to understand results. 

• Learned meaning of ＮＤ, minimum limit of detection, etc. 

• Secured safety by WBC in addition to meal invastigation 

• Shared our rights to be afraid of radioactivity 

• Investigation for external exposure dose by co-op of the 

country 



Workshops about radioactivity from April, 2011 
Important to be afraid of radioactivity rationally 
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Care for individuals with relatively high dose 
after glass badge measurements （November, 
２０１１） 

 We called residents with relatively high dose 
after measurements, and we measured dose at 
their houses and gave them consultation. 

Kawamata city 

September 



From Octorber, 2011 

Measurement for radioactive 

material in daily meal 
（700 households have participated in measurements for 5 years） 

← Saved two days households 
meals (6 servings) , and sent them 
to Co-op food inspection center. 

Measured by germanium 

detector for 14 hours     → 



Conducted meal studies of 700 

households for 5 years 
Co-op food 
inspection center 

Parents and children in Fukushima experienced radioactivity inspection for apples. 



★Please refer to Co-op Fukushima home page for more information. 

Through the study, our union members started facing people 

who were in trouble. 

The results of radioactivity measurement for actual meals 

 (updated in 10/1/2012) 



Voice of participants in meal study 

①I think I want to ease myself little by little, 
through such inspections diligently.  

 

②The measurement for actual meals will be 
support for us to live here. 

 

③I want to know the origin of food materials used 
by other households, and I will gradually use 
foods made in Fukushima if safety of the foods 
is clear with data. 



Union members participating in meal 

study also measured radioactive 

material in their bodies by WBC. 



Comparative study for external 

exposure in the country 

Integrated dose of 321 people 
for 7 days (168 hours) in 18 
prefectures  
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While capturing whole everyday life, supports for 
agricultural products in Fukushima Prefecture. 

Measured and verified safety  

Share issues with stakeholders 

Request supports from Co-op, companies,  
   and organizations in the country 

Deepen exchanges through mutual visits 

Utilize various channels 
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Conference for sales promotion of 
fruits in Fukushima Pref. in April 22, 
2012 （to share issues） 
 Japanese Consumers' 

Cooperative Union 

 Co-op Net Union 

 Uco-op Union 

 Pal-system Union 

 Co-op Tohoku Sun-net 

 Fukushima Kenren 

 Co-op Miyagi 

 Co-op Aizu 

 Co-op Fukushima 

 JA Date Mirai 

 JA Shin-Fukushima 

 JA Zen-no Fukushima 

 JA Chuokai 

 Fukushima Prefecture 
Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries Department  

★A conference to support agricultural 
products in Fukushima was held by Co-
op around the country, JA members of 
Fukushima, and Fukushima Prefecture 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
Department, after 1 month of the 
nuclear accident. 



Actions to request supports from 

organizations for Fukushima products  

★In Tokyo office of Co-op, with Fukushima JA officials 



Parents and children of Co-op Oita 

visited Fukushima 

Want to optimize measurement results  



Exchange with producers is the key to 

expand interaction with others 

★Co-op Fukushima has guided more than 6,500 people directly 

for five years after the nuclear accident. 



Salon activities in temporary housing 

•More than 300 activities have been supported 

by Co-op around the country for 5 years 



Fukushima Cheering team 

（collaboration with JA and market） 

100 yen from a 

box is donated 

to Kumamoto 

and Oita 

earthquake this 

year!    ⇒ 

29,800 cases 

(4,000 yen/case) 

sold for 5 years 

★Consumers around 47 prefectures have ordered  every year. 



Co-op home delivery catalog for 

6 prefectures in Tohoku 
• Co-op in Tohoku 6 prefectures have continued support events for 

vegetables and fruits made in Fukushima from June 2001. 

552,000 sets were sold, and sales have been 390 million yen 

for 5 years. 

We have received many 
voices, “please continue 
this support event for 
Fukushima" from union 
members in 6 prefectures. 



Finally, the meaning of Co-op Fukushima 

activities through Co-op of the country 

－To protect our life is a basis of Co-op 

－To tackle our anxiety to radiation breaking our life 

－To clarify the fact of radiation by scientific methods 

－To share information（within the prefecture,  

    outside the prefecture, and to all over the world） 

－The best effort to unfounded discrimination 

Ohtsura Niwa, Chairman/Representative Director, 
Radiation Effects Research Foundation 


