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STEM Crisis? What About the STS
Crisis?

Science, technology, and society programs will
become more effective if they’re embraced by
scientists and engineers
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What can STS training help us understand?

The interrelationships between science, politics, and law, and the role
of technology in power structures and governance, and how these
manifest materially

How science and technology embed and are embedded in social
practices, historical trajectories, identities, discourses, norms, values,
imaginaries, institutions, and bureaucracies [Jasanoff 2004]

That science and technology is never not situated in a political context
[Winner 1980]
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Some challenges

“Let the politicians worry about it”

Dominant narratives about
safety,
risk,
communication with “the public”,

“anti-pro” dichotomies
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Some successes

Joonhong Ahn - Cathryn Carson
Mikaed Jensen - Kohta Juraku
Shinya Nagasaki - Satoru Tanaka Editors

Reflections on

the Fukushima
Daiichi Nuclear
Accident

Toward Secial-Saentific Literacy and
Engineering Resilience
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Nuclear engineering curricular imaginaries

Is it desirable to leave narratives of social dimensions of nuclear
technology up to the discretion of individual faculty just as we do with?

Do we need to reconsider what should be institutionalized? Does STS
education have room within current curricular structures and top-down

university policies?

Should we be asking “how” or “whether”?
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Do Artifacts Have Politics?
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IN CONTROVERSIES ABOUT TECHNOLOGY AND SOCIETY, there is no idea more pro-
vocative than the notion that technical things have political qualities. At issue is
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