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Inspection of Modifications
Country: _____________
Notes:
Only one response per country is required. If more than one person from your country is participating, please co-ordinate the responses accordingly.
Submittals should be sent by email to: nancy.salgado@oecd.org by 17 February 2016.
FORWARD
The purpose of the task is to identify commendable inspection practices regarding the licensees’ control of modifications, with particular attention to temporary modifications and changes to systems, structures and components (SSCs) related to obsolescence, or operational experience. The focus on temporary modifications takes account of earlier workshops already addressing permanent modifications and identifying associated commendable practices. (International WGIP-Workshop Helsinki, 23-25 May 1994, NEA/CNRA/R(94)4).
The task also considers the regulatory approach to the use of non-identical replacement parts. These types of changes are characterised by replacement of defective or obsolete equipment or components by items which appear identical in that they fit into the existing connections or components, they have the same shape, size, colour, etc., and they deliver the same role by functioning in a similar manner. However they are typically not a replacement part sourced from the Original Equipment Manufacturer (OEM), and some internal parts, material specifications, and other attributes could vary. The decision to regulate them as modifications, or replacements could impact on the degree of licensee and regulatory scrutiny.
QUESTIONNNAIRE
For preparation of the workshop, participants are invited to supply their national inspection approaches used according to the following questionnaire:
TEMPORARY MODIFICATIONS
1. Does your RB have a definition of a temporary modification (e.g. limited in time)? If so, please supply the definition.
2. Does your RB have a different oversight process for temporary modifications and permanent modifications? If yes, what are the key differences?
3. Does your RB inspect temporary modifications?
a. If yes, how does the RB inspector choose which temporary modifications to inspect? 
4. How is the aggregation of modifications considered by the RB? (for  instance the fact that multiple “small” modifications can interact)
5. Is permission needed from the RB before a temporary modification is started, extended, removed or made permanent?
6. What is the scope of the inspections performed by the RB during the lifetime of a temporary modification?
7. What experience does the RB have of difficulties or problems associated with temporary modifications? Do you perform analysis of this experience and what are the main causes of problems associated with temporary modifications? Please provide specific examples.
NON-IDENTICAL REPLACEMENT PARTS
8. If the licensee does not utilise identical replacement parts sourced from the Original Equipment Manufacturer (OEM); under what criteria does your RB permit the change to be considered as a replacement rather than a modification?
a. What variation compared to the original is permitted? (E.g. considering the specification, manufacturer, quality standard, safety function, materials, technology, shape, size, connections, etc.). 
b. What is the oversight process of your RB to ensure the licensee maintains the safety of such changes?
Do you have other related topics that you want to be discussed during the workshop?
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