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ANNOUNCEMENT AND CALL FOR PAPERS

The OECD Nuclear Energy Agency (NEA) Committee on the Safety of Nuclear Installations (CSNI)
Working Group on Fuel Cycle Safety, Committee on Radiation Protection and Public Health (CRPPH),
Nuclear Science Committee (NSC) and Committee on Nuclear Regulatory Activities (CNRA) will co-
sponsor an International Workshop on the Safety of the Nuclear Fuel Cycle from 29th to 31st May
2000. The Workshop will be held at the invitation of the Science and Technology Agency and Nuclear
Safety Commission of Japan and will take place in Japan. The International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) has been asked to co-sponsor the workshop, although this has not yet been formalised

OBJECTIVE

The main purpose of the Meeting is to provide a forum for the exchange of information on the technical
issues on the regulation and safety of nuclear fuel cycle facilities and emergency response concepts.
Participants will have the opportunity to meet their counterparts from other countries and organisations
to discuss safety aspects and emergency response issues

BACKGROUND

Following the criticality incident at the JCO facility many formal and informal discussions have been
held regarding what the NEA Committees should do to evaluate the lessons learned. Three major
aspects were considered: A) safety and regulation in the facilities; B) criticality concerns; and C)
emergency response issues. The committees and their members felt it was necessary to look at the
overall picture of safety and regulation in fuel cycle facilities and not focus entirely on the criticality
incident at the JCO facility. It was also essential to include concerns of the other areas (i.e., criticality,
emergency response, etc.).

The NEA believes that an essential factor in ensuring the safety of nuclear installations is the
continuing exchange and analysis of technical information and data. Of primary importance in fuel
cycle facilities is the continuing exchange of safety operating experience.

TOPICS

The Workshop will address the following topics:

Ø Safety and Regulation in Nuclear Fuel Cycle Facilities
Ø Scientific, Technical and Operational Safety/Design Criteria and Regulatory Philosophy

Ø Emergency Response Aspects
Ø Planning, Preparedness Management and Communication

Essential criticality aspects related to both topics will be covered within the main topics.
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FORMAT

In developing the format for this workshop, discussions centred on what major aspects should be
covered. As noted previously, 3 major areas were considered; safety and regulation in the facilities,
criticality concerns and emergency response issues. While a workshop can be undertaken on each of
these areas separately, it was determined that the safety and regulation and emergency response issues
would be covered as the main topics. Because of the nature of the criticality aspects it was decided that
they would best be discussion within these 2 broader topics.

Planning discussions leading up to the workshop proposal showed  that many seminars have been held
or are planned regarding the technical issues involving criticality and the focus, while not regarding
these issues, should be placed more on the operational safety aspects and emergency response issues.

OPENING

The Opening Session will set the scene for the workshop. Several invited papers will be presented.
Presentations will be made from Japanese delegates and by representatives of the NEA and its
committees.

SESSION 1 - SCIENTIFIC, TECHNICAL AND OPERATIONAL SAFETY

The high standards of safety in nuclear fuel cycle installations achieved by the nuclear industry are the
results of regulatory bodies requiring designers to consider not only the need for safety and reliability
during normal operation, but also to design against a wide range of potential malfunctions. Suggested
subjects to be presented in this session are: operational safety management, criticality safety and
protection principles, case studies on recent operational events, and lessons learned.

SESSION 2 - DESIGN CRITERIA AND REGULATORY PHILOSOPHY

All nuclear fuel facilities are subject to regulatory controls which require installations to be designed,
constructed, commissioned, operated and decommissioned with due regard to the safety of workers and
to the general public. Differences exist in the regulatory practices between different countries.
Suggested subjects include: safety management approaches, inspection, regulation and control, and
auditing and compliance.

SESSION 3 - EMERGENCY PLANNING, PREPAREDNESS MANAGEMENT AND COMMUNICATION

Emergency planning, preparedness and management are essential aspects of the operation and
regulation of the nuclear fuel cycle.  Recent incidents have highlighted the fact that there are many
types of nuclear fuel-cycle facility accidents beyond those that can occur at nuclear power plants.
While the principles of emergency planning, preparedness and management are broadly similar for all
fuel cycle facilities, their application to non-reactor facilities is different than to reactors.  Papers in this
session will discuss emergency planning, preparedness and management as they apply to non-reactor
nuclear fuel cycle facilities.
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CLOSING SESSION

In this session, conclusions will be drawn.  Lessons learned will be identified and areas for further
review, development and international cooperation will be highlighted.

PARTICIPANTS

It is expected that participants in the Workshop will be mainly from regulatory organisations, nuclear
fuel cycle facilities, owner's groups, industry groups, academia, and members of the nuclear industry.

PAPERS

Participants wishing to present papers shall submit an abstract (between 200 and 400 words) on the
attached form. Specific instructions will be transmitted to authors of all selected papers. Individual
presentations of selected papers will be of 20 - 30 minutes, including questions. All abstracts should be
submitted by 28 February 2000. (Note: Primarily, all submitted papers should use word 97 and “times
11” font.)

The Organising Committee will review abstracts and authors will be notified by 15th March 2000.

LANGUAGE

All presentations and discussions will be in English or Japanese with translation.

REGISTRATION

Individuals who have been nominated by their national representatives or have received a formal
invitation through these members should complete the attached registration form.

SUBMITTAL SCHEDULE

Participants and others who would like to present papers are requested to provide a short description
and requirements on the attached forms by the following dates:

Paper Presentations - Abstract 28th February 2000
Selection of papers and Notification to Authors 15th March 2000
Final Version of Paper 1st May 2000
Final Registration 15th May 2000

PLEASE RETURN THE ATTACHED FORM(S), TO THE NEA SECRETARIAT AS FOLLOWS:

Barry Kaufer
Nuclear Safety
OECD Nuclear Energy Agency
Le Seine St.-Germain
12 Blvd des Iles
92130 Issy-les-Moulineaux, FRANCE
Tel: +33 (0)1 45 24 10 55
Fax: +33 (0)1 45 24 11 10 or (11
29)
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Email: barry.kaufer@oecd.org

NEA TECHNICAL SECRETARIAT

Mr. Barry Kaufer
Tel: +33-(0)1-45-24-10-55
Fax: +33-(0)1-45-24-11-10
Email: barry.kaufer@oecd.org

Dr. Ted Lazo
Tel: +33-(0)1-45-24-10-42
Fax: +33-(0)1-45-24-11-10
Email: lazo@nea.fr

Dr. Enrico Sartori
Tel: +33-(0)1-45-24-10-72
Fax: +33-(0)1-45-24-11-10
Email: sartori@nea.fr

LODGING AND ACCOMMODATION

Information on Lodging and Accommodations will be provided to all registrants following their
registration.

TRANSPORTATION

Information on Transportation will be provided to all registrants following their registration.
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GENERAL INFORMATION ON CO-SPONSORING NEA COMMITTEES:

Ø CSNI Working Group on Fuel Cycle Safety was created in 1976.  In addition to exchanging
information the working group carries out many activities in the nuclear fuel cycle; such as
production of State-of-the-Art reports and a compilation of incidents (data base - FINAS: Fuel
Incident Notification and Analysis System.

Ø Established in 1957, the CRPPH has, for the past ten years, focused on work in the areas of
operational radiation protection and radiation protection policy and philosophy. The CRPPH
consists of senior radiation protection experts and regulators. Detailed work of the Committee
is performed by Working Parties with specific terms of reference and a fixed mandate, e. g. the
Working Party on Nuclear Emergency Matters which initiated and run the INEX Programme.

Ø NSC co-ordinates the identification, collation, development and dissemination of basic
scientific and technical knowledge used to ensure safe, reliable and economic operation of
current nuclear systems and to develop next generation technologies. Away from reactor fuel
cycle issues are addressed by the Working Party on Nuclear Criticality Safety (WPNCS).

Ø CNRA is an international committee made up primarily of senior nuclear regulators.  It was set
up in 1989 as a forum for the exchange of information and experience among regulatory
organisations and for the review of developments, which could affect regulatory requirements.
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WORKSHOP ON THE SAFETY OF THE NUCLEAR FUEL CYCLE
______________________________________________________

REGISTRATION FORM (Final Date 15th May 2000)

In response to the Call for Papers, I inform you of my nomination to participate in WORKSHOP ON THE
SAFETY OF THE NUCLEAR FUEL CYCLE, to be held at Tokai-mura, Japan, 29 - 31 May 2000.

NOMINATED BY:

SURNAME:
FIRST NAME:
(PLEASE INDICATE WHETHER DR., MR., MRS, MS., ETC.)
TITLE/POSITION:
ORGANISATION:
ADDRESS:

TELEPHONE NO.: FAX NO.:

EMAIL ADDRESS

I plan to attend the Workshop and:

I plan on arriving on: at approx.:

I wish to present a paper. YES [    ] NO    [    ]       (See attached sheet)

PLEASE RETURN TO:

Barry Kaufer
Nuclear Safety
OECD Nuclear Energy Agency
Le Seine St.-Germain
12 Blvd des Iles
92130 Issy-les-Moulineaux,
FRANCE
Tel: +33 (0)1 45 24 10 55
Fax: +33 (0)1 45 24 11 10 or (11 29)

Email: barry.kaufer@oecd.org
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WORKSHOP ON THE SAFETY OF THE NUCLEAR FUEL CYCLE
______________________________________________________

ABSTRACT FORM (Final Date 28th February 2000)

SURNAME:
FIRST NAME:
(PLEASE INDICATE WHETHER DR., MR., MRS, MS., ETC.)

TITLE OF PAPER

ABSTRACT


