Press release: Lessons from Fukushima for safety work in Sweden

Ongoing and planned measures to improve nuclear safety will be assessed in light of the event in Japan. This was decided at the annual meeting convened by the Swedish Radiation Safety Authority and managing directors and owner representatives of nuclear facilities.
The focus of the annual meeting between the Swedish Radiation Safety Authority and managing directors and owner representatives of nuclear facilities was on the nuclear power accident in Fukushima and its impact on safety work at facilities in Sweden.

One of the topics of the meeting was the stress tests announced by the European Union. The stress tests involve licensees’ analysing the potential of facilities to withstand levels of stresses that they were not originally designed to cope with, for example due to earthquakes, flooding and terrorist acts. 

“However, we also discussed the need to assess ongoing and planned measures to improve nuclear safety in light of the event in Japan,” said Director General Ann-Louise Eksborg of the Swedish Radiation Safety Authority. 

Which measures have the highest priority in order to achieve an optimum level of safety in the short and long term?

“These are efforts requiring co-operation between the Swedish Radiation Safety Authority and the nuclear power industry, and the meeting demonstrated our joint ambition to earmark resources so that we can pursue this issue,” Director General Eksborg said.

After the meeting, Ann-Louise Eksborg also underlined the fact that the Swedish model for safety work is based on continual improvement independently of any incidents and accidents that occur.

“For instance, in 2005, the Authority’s predecessor, the Swedish Nuclear Power Inspectorate, issued regulations stipulating that licensees must modernise their facilities with the aid of technical advances taking place as of the plants’ construction, and through this raise the level of safety,” Director General Eksborg continued. “Also, the safety requirements that are to apply to impending modernisation work are now being drawn up. This for example involves the Authority running a number of research projects. Findings from them will culminate in new safety requirements.”

Several Government assignments give further impetus to efforts in the area of nuclear safety. Current assignments of the Swedish Radiation Safety Authority concern protection of nuclear facilities against terrorist acts, the Authority’s point of view in terms of ageing nuclear power plants and a review of the supervisory model in Sweden. The outcome of these assignments will also be incorporated into safety work.

“There is a clear national responsibility for radiation safety in Sweden,” said Director General Ann-Louise Eksborg. “The Swedish Radiation Safety Authority imposes requirements on licensees from the perspective of nuclear safety and radiation protection and exercises supervision in order to verify industry compliance. The responsibility of licensees is to meet our safety requirements.”
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