Dr. Thorsten DIERCKS has worked as a lawyer since 1991 for the German lignite industry
association (DEBRIV). He defends the interests of the German lignite industry especially in
matters of environmental and energy policy. Dr. DIERCKS has been appointed as EURACOAL'’s
Sccretary-General from 1% July 2005. EURACOAL (www.euracoal.org) is the European umbrella

organisation of the hard coal and lignite producers of the European Union and of the candidate

countries.
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