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BIBLIOGRAPHY 

International Atomic Energy Agency 

Handbook on Nuclear Law, Vienna, 2003 

 A new Handbook on Nuclear Law was published by the IAEA in August 2003. This publication 
is designed to provide IAEA Member States with a new resource for assessing the adequacy of their 
national legal frameworks governing the peaceful uses of nuclear energy. It further provides practical 
guidance for governments in efforts to enhance their laws and regulations, in harmonising them with 
internationally-recognised standards, and in meeting their obligations under relevant international 
instruments. 

 The Handbook is organised into five general parts: 

• Part I provides a general overview of key concepts in the field: nuclear law and the 
legislative process; the regulatory authority; and the fundamental regulatory activities of 
licensing, inspection and enforcement. 

• Part II deals with radiation protection. 

• Part III covers various subjects arising from nuclear and radiation safety: radiation 
sources, nuclear installations, emergency preparedness and response, mining and milling, 
transportation, and waste and spent fuel. 

• Part IV addresses the topic of nuclear liability and coverage. 

• Part V moves to non-proliferation and security-related subjects: safeguards, export and 
import controls and physical protection. 

 The Handbook also reflects and refers to the extensive range of IAEA Safety Standards 
covering all fields relevant to peaceful nuclear technology. 

 The authors of the Handbook are Carlton Stoiber, a lawyer with over thirty years’ experience in 
the US government in nuclear non-proliferation, safety and security; Alec Baer, professor of science 
and engineering at the University of Ottawa and former Chairman of the Board of Governors and the 
International Nuclear Safety Advisory Group (INSAG); Norbert Pelzer, professor of nuclear law at the 
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University of Goettingen and a recognised expert in nuclear liability; and Wolfram Tonhauser, 
co-ordinator of the IAEA’s Nuclear Legislative Assistance activities. 

OECD Nuclear Energy Agency 

Nuclear Energy Today, Paris, 2003, 112 pages 

 This book published by the OECD Nuclear Energy Agency, in English and French, addresses 
today’s important questions about nuclear energy by providing an authoritative and factual 
introduction to the relevant issues. It is primarily intended for policy makers, but should also be useful 
to interested members of the public, industrial managers, academics and journalists. 

 Chapter 1 gives a brief overview. The rest of the book describes the fundamental issues 
important to a discussion of nuclear energy today. Chapters 2 and 3 provide an introduction to the 
basic sciences and technologies involved. Chapter 4 to 8 set out the facts and issues connected with 
radioactive waste management, nuclear safety, radiological protection, economics, and international 
law and non-proliferation. The ninth chapter assesses nuclear energy in the context of sustainable 
development. The last chapter looks to the future, and to the potential of new nuclear-based 
technologies. 

 The information throughout is necessarily brief, but at the end of each chapter, there is an 
annotated list that guides to a fuller set of references at the end of the book that are appropriate for 
further study. 

World Nuclear Transport Institute 

Radioactive Materials Transport: The International Safety Regime, published by WNTI, London, 
2001, 78 pages 

The second edition of this publication, published in the WNTI Review Series No. I in 2001, 
describes the regime that applies to international transport of radioactive materials, by road, rail, sea, 
air and inland waterway. It focuses on safety standards and regulations, to ensure that people and the 
environment are protected from the different hazards presented by the transport of radioactive 
materials. 

The paper explains how the development of standards and regulations for dangerous goods 
transports on a broad international basis was initiated by the United Nations, and focuses on the core 
of the system for radioactive material transports; the IAEA Regulations for the Safe Transport of 
Radioactive Material. It also explains how this basic system is completed by additional modal 
regulations for the safe transport of dangerous goods. 

Along with the main provisions of the various standards and regulations, the report describes the 
international or regional organisations – the scope of activity and structure – which elaborate these 
texts, and also explains the process used to conduct this work. 
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NEWS BRIEFS 

OECD Nuclear Energy Agency 

2003 Session of the International School of Nuclear Law 

The third session of the International School of Nuclear Law (ISNL), a teaching programme 
jointly organised by the OECD Nuclear Energy Agency (NEA) and the University of Montpellier 1, 
took place from 25 August to 5 September 2003 in Montpellier. The International Nuclear Law 
Association, the European Commission and the International Atomic Energy Agency also extended 
their patronage or support to the organisation of this session. 

The International School of Nuclear Law aims to provide a high-quality programme on all 
aspects of the law governing the peaceful uses of nuclear energy. Classes are designed for both law 
students at the master’s or doctoral level who are interested in specialising in this field and for 
professionals who are already active in the nuclear sector and wish to develop their knowledge. 

The 2003 Session brought together 53 participants from 30 countries all over the world. 
Subjects covered included, inter alia, the origins of nuclear law, radiation protection, nuclear safety 
and accident prevention, emergency preparedness, spent fuel and radwaste management, physical 
protection and nuclear security, liability and compensation for nuclear damage. A major development 
in 2003 has been the establishment, under the authority of the University of Montpellier, of a Diploma 
of International Nuclear Law. 

The 2004 Session of the School is due to take place in Montpellier from 23 August to 
3 September 2004. Further information on the ISNL and its programme and application forms for its 
2004 Session are available from the NEA Secretariat, Legal Affairs, 12 Boulevard des Îles, 92130 
Issy-les-Moulineaux, France, and on the NEA Web site: www.nea.fr/html/law/isnl/index.html. 
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