
AGREEMENTS 
 

 

BILATERAL AGREEMENTS 

Bulgaria – Russian Federation – Ukraine 

Trilateral Agreement on Nuclear Transport (2002) 

 On 14 August 2002, the Russian Federation, Ukraine and Bulgaria signed this Agreement, 
which is valid for ten years, thereby allowing the transport of nuclear material between Russia and 
Bulgaria, via Ukraine. A shipment from the Kozloduy nuclear power plant in Bulgaria was expected to 
arrive in Russia by the end of 2002. 

Estonia – Latvia 

Agreement on Co-operation in Radiation Safety (2003) 

 On 28 May 2003, the Radiation Safety Centre of the Republic of Latvia and the Radiation 
Protection Centre of the Republic of Estonia signed this Agreement, which entered into force upon 
signature for a period of five years. The Agreement will be automatically extended for another term of 
five years. Ten years after the entry into force of the Agreement a meeting shall be convened to decide 
whether the Agreement shall continue indefinitely or shall be extended for an additional fixed period. 

 This Agreement focuses on the following activities: 

• development of a national legal framework on radiation and nuclear safety, state 
supervision and control of radiation sources; 

• establishment and development of national registers of radiation sources and occupational 
exposure of radiation workers; 

• development of procedures relating to notification, registration and licensing, validation 
of practices and assessment of safety for practices and sources; 

• emergency preparedness and response; and 

• safeguards issues. 
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 The Parties agreed to regularly exchange information on: the supervision and control of 
radiation sources and practices involving radiation sources; unknown or previously unidentified 
sources and practices, as well as the properties of those sources; and details on given practices that 
raise concern from a radiation safety viewpoint or that may have an impact on the safety of the 
population and the environment; any accident or incident which occurs in the territory of one of the 
Parties concerned and may have consequences in the other country; training activities, conferences, 
workshops and co-operation projects. 

Euratom – Non-Member States of the European Union 

Radiological emergency: Agreement between Euratom and Non-Member States of the European 
Union (2003) 

On 29 January 2003, Euratom signed an Agreement negotiated between the European Atomic 
Energy Community and non-member States of the European Union on the participation of the latter in 
the Community arrangements for the early exchange of information in the event of a radiological 
emergency (Ecurie). 

The Agreement is now open for signature and ratification by the Republic of Bulgaria, the 
Republic of Cyprus, the Czech Republic, the Republic of Estonia, the Republic of Hungary, the 
Republic of Latvia, the Republic of Lithuania, the Republic of Malta, the Republic of Poland, 
Romania, the Slovak Republic, the Republic of Slovenia, the Swiss Confederation and the Republic of 
Turkey. This Agreement also aims at replacing the existing bilateral agreement concluded in June 
1995 between the Euratom Community and the Swiss Confederation. Euratom may invite other 
countries to become a party to this Agreement.  

 Closely based on the provisions of Council Decision 87/600/Euratom of 14 December 1987 
which set up the Ecurie system, this agreement aims at extending the existing system to the future 
Member States, already before their formal accession to the EU. In the meantime, it provides for a 
framework for a future collaboration between the European Union and its neighbouring countries in 
the sensitive issues of early notification in case of a nuclear accident. 

Euratom – Uzbekistan  

Agreement for Co-operation in the Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy (2003) 

 This Agreement was signed on 6 October 2003 between the European Atomic Energy 
Community (Euratom) and the Government of the Republic of Uzbekistan. It will enter into force, on 
the date agreed upon by the Parties, by exchange of diplomatic notes and will remain in force for an 
initial period of five years. At the expiration of this period the Agreement will be tacitly renewed 
every five years. 

 The objective of this Agreement is to provide a framework for co-operation between the Parties 
in the areas of nuclear safety, research and development in the nuclear sector, trade in nuclear 
materials and provision of nuclear fuel cycle services, and other relevant areas of mutual interest. 
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 In the area of nuclear safety, the co-operation shall pay particular regard to radiation protection 
(development of safety standards, training and education), nuclear waste management, research and 
development on safeguards of nuclear material (development of the systems of accounting for and 
control of nuclear materials) and the prevention of illicit trafficking of nuclear and radioactive 
material. 

 With regard to research and development in the nuclear sector, the Agreement covers, inter alia, 
applications of nuclear energy in the fields of medicine and industry, and the interaction between 
nuclear energy and the environment. 

 Finally, the Agreement provides that trade in nuclear materials and the provision of relevant 
services between the Parties shall be carried out at market-related prices. Transfers of nuclear 
materials shall be carried out for peaceful purposes. 

France – United States of America 

Agreement for Exchange of Technical Information and Co-operation in the Regulation of Nuclear 
Safety (2003) 

 On 17 April 2003, the United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) and the French 
Directorate General for Nuclear Safety and Radiation Protection (DGSNR) signed this Agreement, 
which entered into force upon signature for a period of five years. The Agreement may be extended 
for a further period of time by written agreement of the Parties.  

 The Parties agreed to regularly exchange information, to the extent permitted under their laws, 
on the following types of technical information and policy directives related to designated nuclear 
facilities: 

• Topical reports concerning technical safety, radiation protection, waste management, and 
environmental effects written by or for one of the Parties as a basis for, or in support of, 
regulatory decisions and policies. 

• Documents relating to significant licensing actions and safety and environmental 
decisions affecting nuclear facilities. 

• Detailed documents describing the NRC process for licensing and regulating certain 
United States facilities designated by the DGSNR as similar to certain facilities being 
built or planned in France and equivalent documents on such French facilities. 

• Reports on operating experiences such as reports on nuclear incidents, accidents and 
shutdowns, and compilations of historical reliability data on components and systems. 

• Regulatory procedures for the safety, radiation protection, waste management and 
environmental impact evaluation of nuclear facilities. 

• Early advice of important events, such as serious operating incidents and 
government-directed reactor shutdowns, that are of immediate interest to the Parties. 
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• Copies of regulatory standards required to be used by the regulatory organisations of the 
Parties. 

• Temporary assignments of personnel by one Party within the other Party’s general 
organisation. Such activities will be considered on a case-by-case basis and will, in 
general, require a separate letter of agreement. 

Republic of Korea – Romania 

Memorandum of Understanding on Co-operation in Nuclear Energy Projects (2003) 

The Memorandum of Understanding on Co-operation in the Nuclear Energy Projects concluded 
between the Ministry of Economy and Commerce of Romania and the Ministry of Commerce, 
Industry and Energy of the Republic of Korea, was signed in Seoul on 21 July 2003, and the 
Government Decision No.  112 of 25 September 2003 regarding this Memorandum was published in 
the Official Gazette (Monitural Oficial, Part I, No. 689) on 1 October 2003. 

Under Article 1 of the Memorandum of Understanding (Scope of Co-operation), the signing 
Parties agree to co-operate on the construction plans of Units 3, 4, and 5 of the Cernavoda Nuclear 
Power Plant on a progressive basis. The Parties further agree to develop the projects as a joint effort 
and to find the most competitive financial mechanisms to back them up. The Korean Party shall act as 
consultant to the Romanian nuclear industry providing technical support and training with respect to 
the operation of Unit 1 and the construction of Unit 2.  

Both Romanian and Korean institutions having concerns in nuclear matters may take part in the 
process initiated by the Memorandum of Understanding, and visits – by both parties – may be 
organised for predetermined periods. Prior to any such visits, the Parties shall agree on the size of the 
delegation, the duration and purpose of the visit. Each Party shall bear its own expenses such as they 
occur in the execution of the Memorandum of Understanding. 

The Agreement includes a confidentiality clause that the proprietary rights in relation to all 
information and expertise acquired while enforcing the Memorandum of Understanding shall remain 
vested in the Party supplying them. To this effect, neither the Ministry of Economy and Commerce of 
Romania nor the Ministry of Commerce, Industry and Energy of the Republic of Korea shall disclose 
information that is confidential or property of the other Party and that has been acquired in the 
execution of the Memorandum of Understanding without the prior written consent of the other Party. 

The initial duration of the Memorandum of Understanding is three years and shall be 
automatically extended by additional three-year periods, provided that neither one of the Parties gives 
notice of termination at least six months prior to the expiry of the current time period. 

Norway – Russian Federation – United Kingdom – United States 

Arctic Military Environmental Co-operation (2003) 

 In June 2003, the United Kingdom formally joined the Arctic Military Environmental 
Co-operation (AMEC), which currently comprises the Russian Federation, Norway and the 
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United States (see Nuclear Law Bulletin No. 58). AMEC provides a forum to address military-related 
environmental concerns in the Arctic. Established in 1996, the co-operation has developed 
technologies that minimise radioactive environmental contamination. A key focus for AMEC is to 
develop storage and treatment technologies to improve the decommissioning of Russian nuclear 
submarines and related facilities, a process that generates large volumes of solid radioactive waste. 
Without proper storage, the waste could release significant amounts of radiation into the environment. 

Russian Federation – United Kingdom 

Agreement on Nuclear Proliferation Prevention (2003) 

 On 26 June 2003, the United Kingdom and the Russian Federation signed the Agreement on 
Nuclear Proliferation Prevention that enables the United Kingdom to start spending tens of millions of 
pounds in aide to dismantle decommissioned Russian nuclear submarines and to store Russian spent 
fuel. The Agreement took effect immediately. 
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