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INTERNATIONAL REGULATORY
ACTIVITIES

OECD Nuclear Energy Agency

40th Anniversary of the Nuclear Energy Agency

This year the OECD Nuclear Energy Agency is celebrating the 40th Anniversary of its
creation.  To honour the occasion, one hundred and fifty government experts in the fields of energy,
nuclear energy and the environment participated in a special anniversary session of the NEA Steering
Committee held at OECD headquarters on 30 September 1998. The theme of this session, “The
Contribution of Nuclear Energy Co-operation to a New Global Age”, was chosen to reflect the extent to
which nuclear energy will be relied upon for providing electricity in the future. Following the opening
speech by Mr. Donald J. Johnston, Secretary-General of the OECD, presentations were made by Mr.
Mohamed ElBaradei, Director General of the International Atomic Energy Agency; Mr. Christian
Pierret, the French Secretary of State for Industry; Mr. Ernest J. Moniz, the US Under Secretary for
Energy and Mr. Luis Echávarri, Directer General of the OECD/NEA. Specific areas addressed included
world energy prospects, nuclear energy and sustainable development, nuclear energy in Asia and the
role of international co-operation.

European Union

Amendment to Directive 93/75/EEC concerning minimum requirements for vessels bound for or
leaving Community ports and carrying dangerous or polluting goods (1998)

On 17 July 1998, the Council adopted Directive 98/55/EC amending Directive 93/75/EEC
(Official Journal L 215 of 1 August 1998, p. 65).  One of the purposes of this revision is to clarify that
the Directive covers those radioactive materials referred to in the INF Code.1

The aim of Directive 93/75/EEC is to ensure compliance with a number of minimum
requirements so as to avoid accidents in the Community’s coastal waters involving the carriage of
dangerous substances or, where necessary, to lessen the effects of such an accident.  Article 5 of the
Directive sets out, in particular, a requirement for vessels to communicate to the authorities in the port
of berthing or departure a list of the dangerous goods transported and their precise nature, the loading
plan and details of the vessels.  Similarly, under the terms of Article 6, incidents or circumstances
arising at sea and which pose a threat must be notified promptly to the competent authorities.  In such

                                                  
1. The INF Code is the International Maritime Organisation (IMO) Code, adopted on

4 November 1993, for the safe carriage of irradiated nuclear fuel, plutonium and high-level
radioactive wastes in flasks on board ships.
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cases, Annex III of the Directive refers to appropriate measures available under international law to
restrict the movement of vessels or to impose a certain route.

Annex I of the Directive, as revised in 1998, enables the competent authorities to obtain
relevant information as to the nature of radioactive materials carried and their location on board ships.
In addition, notification of the INF class of the ship, which refers to the total radioactive quantity which
may be carried on board, provides more detailed information to the competent authorities, thereby
contributing to improved response in the event of an accident or incident.

International Atomic Energy Agency

Resolutions Adopted by the IAEA General Conference (1998)

The 42nd Session of the IAEA General Conference was held in Vienna from 21 to
25 September 1998 with delegations from 105 Member States and representatives of various
international organisations in attendance. Resolutions were adopted in the following areas:

Strengthening the IAEA’s Safeguards System

This Resolution welcomed the fact that 32 States and other Parties to safeguards agreements
have signed Additional Protocols aimed at strengthening the effectiveness and improving the efficiency
of the safeguards system.  It requests that all concerned States and other Parties to safeguards
agreements sign Additional Protocols promptly.

Strengthening IAEA Technical Co-operation

This Resolution addresses the Agency’s policy on the development of effective programmes
aimed at improving the scientific, technological and regulatory capabilities of developing countries, and
at continuing to encourage peaceful applications of atomic energy and nuclear techniques. It emphasised
that these programmes should contribute to achieving sustainable development, particularly in the least
developed countries.

Nuclear Inspections in Irak

The Conference condemned Irak’s decision of 5 August 1998 to suspend co-operation with the
IAEA, which it said constitutes a totally unacceptable contravention of Irak’s obligations under the
relevant Security Council Resolutions and the Memorandum of Understanding signed by the Deputy
Prime Minister of Irak and the UN Secretary-General on 23 February 1998. The Conference demanded
that Irak rescind its decision and resume dialogue and co-operation with the IAEA.

Safeguards in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK)

This Resolution expressed the General Conference’s concern over the DPRK’s continuing
non-compliance with its IAEA safeguards agreement.  It calls upon the DPRK to fully comply with it,
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and to take all steps the Agency may deem necessary to preserve information relevant to verifying the
accuracy and completeness of the DPRK’s initial report on the inventory of nuclear material subject to
safeguards, until the DPRK is in full compliance with the agreement.

Safeguards in the Middle East

The purpose of this Resolution was to request the Agency to continue consultations with the
States of the Middle East in order to facilitate the early application of full-scope IAEA safeguards to all
nuclear activities in the region as relevant to the preparation of model agreements and as a necessary
step towards the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone (NWFZ) in the region.

Illicit trafficking in nuclear materials

The Conference welcomed in this Resolution the IAEA’s activities in the fields of prevention,
response, training and information exchange in support of efforts against illegal trafficking, and
supported continuing work in this area.

Nuclear Testing

In this Resolution the Conference urged all States that have not yet done so to become Parties
to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), to place all their nuclear material
under safeguards and to become Parties to the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty.  It urged all
States to support the negotiations for a treaty banning the production of fissile material for nuclear
weapons or other nuclear explosive devices with a view to completing these negotiations as quickly as
possible.

Nuclear, Radiation and Waste Safety

The Conference adopted a number of Resolutions to strengthen international co-operation in
these fields.  One Resolution, “Safety of Radiation Sources and Security of Radioactive Materials”,
requested the preparation of a report on how national safety systems in these areas can be operated at a
high level of effectiveness and whether international undertakings concerned with the effective operation
of such systems and attracting broad adherence could be formulated.  A second Resolution, “Safety of
Transport of Radioactive Materials”, requested the Director General to keep the Transport Regulations
under review in co-operation with the competent organs of the UN and with specialised organisations.
This Resolution contains further provisions on shipping. A third Resolution, “On the Study of the
Radiological Situation at the Atolls of Mururoa and Fangataufa”, welcomed the Study’s conclusions
and emphasised that they should not be used in justifying the development and testing of nuclear
weapons. A fourth Resolution, “Convention on Nuclear Safety”, expressed satisfaction that a first
review meeting of Parties will be held in April 1999, and a fifth Resolution deals with Measures to
Address the Year 2000 Issue.  The latter Resolution urges Members States to share information with the
IAEA Secretariat regarding diagnostic and corrective actions being planned or implemented by
operating and regulatory organisations at nuclear power plants, fuel cycle facilities and medical
facilities which use radioactive materials, to make those facilities ready for Year 2000.




