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International Atomic Energy Agency

CONVENTION ON EARLY NOTIFICATION OF A NUCLEAR ACCIDENT*

THE STATES PARTIES TO THIS CONVENTION,

AWARE that nuclear activities are being carried out in a number of
States,

NOTING that comprehensive measures have been and are being taken to
ensure a high level of safety in nuclear activities, aimed at preventing nu-
clear accidents and minimizing the consequences of any such accident, should
it occur,

DESIRING to strengthen further intermational co-operation in the safe
development and use of nuclear energy,

CONVINCED of the need for States to provide relevant information
about nuclear accidents as early as possible in order that transboundary ra-
dtological consequences can be minimized,

NOTING the usefulness of bilateral and multilateral arrangements on
information exchange in this area,

HAVE AGREED as follows:

.rt‘icle 1

Scope of application

1. This Convention shall apply in the event of any accident Involving
facilities or activities of a State Party or of persons or legal entities
under its Jjurisdiction or control, referred to 1in paragraph 2 below, from
which a release of radioactive material occurs or is 1ikely to occur and which
has resulted or may result in an international transboundary release that
would be of radiological safety significance for another State.

* The Convention entered into force on 27th October 1986.




2. The facilities and activities referred to 1in paragraph 1 are the
following:

{a) any nuclear reactor wherever located;
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{(b) any nuc
(c) any radioactive waste management facility;

{(d) the transport and storage of nuclear fuels or radicactive wastes;
(e) the manufacture, use, storage, disposal and transport of radio-

isotopes for agricultural, industrial, medical and related scien-
tific and research purposes; and
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Article 2 .

Notification and information

In the event of an accident specified In Article 1 (hereinafter
referred to as a "nuclear accident®), the State Party referred to in that
Article shall: .

(a) forthwith notify, directly or through the International Atomic
Energy Agency (hereinafter referred to as the "Agency®), those
States which are or may be physically affected as specified in
Article 1 and the Agency of the nuclear accident, its nature, the
time of its occurrence and its exact location where appropriate;
and

(b) promptly provide the States referred to 4in sub-paragraph (a),
directly or through the Agency, and the Agency with such avail-
able information relevant to minimizing the radiological conse-
quences In those States, as specified in Article 5.

Article 3

Other Nuclear Accidents

With a view to minimizing the radiological conseguences, States Parties
may notify in the event of nuclear accidents other than those specified in
Article 1.
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Article 4

Functions of the Agency
The Agency shall:

{a) forthwith inform States Parties, Member States, other States
which are or may be physically affected as specified in Article 1
and relevant internmational intergovernmental organisations (here-
inafter referred to as "international organisations®) of a noti-
fication received pursuant to sub-paragraph (a) of Article 2; and

{b) promptly provide any State Party, Member State or relevant inter-
national organisation, wupon request, with the information re-
ceived pursuant to sub-paragraph (b) of Article 2.
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Information to be provided

1. The #informatton to be provided pursuant to sub-paragraph (b) of
Article 2 shall comprise the following data as then available to the notifying
State Party:

(a) the time, exact location where appropriate, and the nature of the
nuclear accident;

{b) the facility or activity involved;

{(c) the assumed or established cause and the foreseeable development
of the nuclear accident relevant to the transboundary release of
the radioactive materials;

{d) the general characteristics of the radioactive release, includ-

ing, as far as s practicable and appropriate, the nature, prob-

. able physical and chemical form and the quantity, composition and
effective height of the radioactive release;

(e) information on current and forecast meteorological and hydrologi-
cal conditions, necessary for forecasting the transboundary re-
lease of the radioactive materials;

{(f) the results of environmental monitoring relevanl to the trans-
boundary release of the radtoactive materials;

{g) the off-site protective measures taken or planned:

{h) the predicted behaviour over time of the radioactive release.




2. Such information shall be supplemented at appropriate intervals by Ffur-
ther relevant information on the development of the emergency situation, in-
cluding its foreseeable or actual termination.

3. Information received pursuant to sub-paragraph (b) of Article 2 may be
used without restriction, except when such information is provided in confi-
dence by the notifying State Party.

Article 6

Consultations

A State Party providing information pursuant to sub-paragraph (b) of
Article 2 shall, as far as is reasonably practicable, respond promptly to a
request for further information or consultations sought by an affected State
Party with a view to minimizing the radiological consequences in that State.

Article 7

Competent authorities and points of contact

1. Each State Party shall make known to the Agency and to other States
Parties, directly or through the Agency, 1ts competent authorities and point
of contact responsible for issuing and receliving the notification and informa-
tion referred to in Article 2. Such points of contact and & focal point with-
in the Agency shall be available continuously.

2. Each State Party shall promptly inform the Agency of any changes that
may occur in the information referred to in paragraph 1.

3. The Agency shall maintain an up-to-date 1ist of such matiopal authori-
ties and points of contact as well as points of contact of relevant interna-
tional organisations and shall provide it to States Parties and Member States
and to relevant international organisations.

Article 8

Assistance to States Parties

The Agency shall, in accordance with its Statute and upon a request of
a State Party which does not have nuclear activities itself and borders on a
State having an active nuclear programme but not Party, conduct investigations
into the feasibility and establishment of an appropriate radiation monitoring

system in order to facilitate the achievement of the objectives of this
Convention.



Article 9

Bilateral and multilateral arrangements

In furtherance of their mutual interests, States Parties may consider,
where deemed appropriate, the conclusion of bilateral or multilateral arrange-
ments relating to the subject matter of this Convention.

Article 10

Relationship to other international agreements

This Convention shall not affect the reciprocal rights and obligations
of States Parties under existing international agreements which relate to the
matters covered by this Convention, or under future international agreements

. concluded in accordance with the object and purpose of this Convention.

Article 11

Settlement of disputes

1. In the event of a dispute between States Parties, or between a State
Party and the Agency, concerning the finterpretation or application of this
Convention, the parties to the dispute shall consult with a view to the
settlement of the dispute by negotiation or by any other peaceful means of
settling disputes acceptable to them.

2. If a dispute of this character between States Parties cannot be settled
within one year from the request for consultation pursuant to paragraph 1, it
shall, at the request of any party to such dispute, be submitted to arbitra-
tion or referred to the International Court of Justice for decision. Where a
dispute 3Is submitted to arbitration, if, within six months from the date of

.the request, the parties to the dispute are unable to agree on the organisa-
tion of the arbitration, a party may request the President of the Interna-
tional Court of Justice or the Secretary-General of the United Nations to ap-
point one or more arbitrators. In cases of conflicting requests by the par-
ties to the dispute, the request to the Secretary-General of the United
Nations shall have priority.

3. When signing, ratifying, accepting, approving or acceding to this Con-
vention, a State may declare that 1t does not consider itself bound by either
or both of the dispute settlement procedures provided for in paragraph 2. The
other States Parties shal) not be bound by a dispute settlement procedure pro-
vided for in paragraph 2 with respect to a State Party for which such a dec-
taration is in force.
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4. A State Party which has made a declaration in accordance with
paragraph 3 may at any time withdraw it by notification to the depositary.

Article 12

Entry into force

1. This Convention shall be open for signature by all States and Namibia,
represented by the United Mations Council for Namibia, at the Headquarters of
the International Atomic Energy Agency in Vienna and at the Headquarters of
the United Nations in New York, from 26th September 1986 and 6th October 1986
respectively, until its entry into force or for twelve months, whichever
period s longer.

2. A State and Namibia, represented by the United Nations Council for
Namibla, may express 1ts consent to be bound by this Convention either by sig-
nature, or by deposit of an instrument of ratification, acceptance or approval .
following signature made sub)ect to rati¥ficatiom, acceptance or approval, or

by deposit of an instrument of accession. The instruments of ratification,
acceptance, approval or accession shall be deposited with the depositary.

3. This Convention shall enter into force thirty days after consent to be
bound has been expressed by three States.

& For each State expressing consent to be bound by this Convention after
its entry into force, this Convention shall enter into force for that State
thirty days after the date of expression of consent.

5. {a) This Convention shall be open for accession, as provided for in
this Article, by international organisations and regional inte-
gratton organisations constituted by sovereign States, which have
competence in respect of the negotiation, conclusion and applica-
tion of international agreements in matters covered by this Con-
vention.

(b) In matters within their competence such organisations shall
their own behalf, exercise the rights and fulfil the ongaHons.
which this Convention attributes to States Parties.

(c) When depositing i1ts instrument of accession, such an organisation
shall communicate to the depositary a declaration indicating the

extent of Jts competence in respect of matters covered by this
Convention.

{d} Such an organisation shall not hold any vote additional to those
of 1ts Member States.



Article 13

Provisiona) application

A State may, upon signature or at any later date before this Convention
enters into force for #t, declare that it will apply this Convention provi-
sionally.

Article 14

Amendments

1. A State Party may propose amendments to this Convention. The proposed
amendment shall be submitted to the depositary who shall circulate it im-
. mediately to all other States Parties.

2. If a majority of the States Parties request the depositary to convene a
conference to consider the proposed amendments, the deposttary shall invite
all States Parties to attend such a conference to begin not sooner than thirty
days after the invitations are issued. Any amendment adopted at the con-
ference by a two-thirds majority of all States Parties shall be laid down in a
Protocol which is open to signature in Vienna and New York by all States
Parties.

3. The Protocol shall enter into force thirty days after consent to be
bound has been expressed by three States. For each State expressing consent
to be bound by the Protocol after its entry into force, the Protocol shall en-
ter 1into force for that State thirty days after the date of expression of
consent.

Article 15

. Denunciation

1. A State Party may denounce this Convention by written notification to
the depositary.

2. Benunciation shall take effect one year following the date on which the
notification is received by the depositary.




Article 16

Depositary
1. The Director General of the Agency shall be the depositary of this
Convention.
2. The Oirector General of the Agency shall promptly notify States Partiles

and all other States of:
{a) each signature of this Convention or any protocol of amendment;

{b) each deposit of an 1iInstrument of ratification, acceptance, ap-
proval or accession concerning this Convention or any protocol of
amendment ;

{c) any declaration or withdrawal thereof in accordance with
Article 1;

(d) any declaration of provisional application of this Conventton in
accordance with Article 13;

(e) the entry into force of this Convention and of any amendment
thereto; and

(f) any denunciation made under Article 15.

Article 117

Authentic texts and certified copies

The original of this Convention, of which the Arabic, Chinese, English,
french, Russian and Spantsh texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited
with the Director General of the International Atomic Energy Agency who shall
send certified copies to States Parties and all other States. .
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CONVENTION ON ASSISTANCE IN THE CASE
OF A NUCLEAR ACCIDENT OR_RADIOLOGICAL EMERGENCY

THE STATES PARTIES TO THIS CONVENTION,

AMARE that nuclear activities are being carried out In a number of
States,

NOTING that comprehensive measures have been and are being taken to
ensure a high level of safety in nuclear activities, aimed at preventing nu-
clear accidents and minimizing the consequences of any such accident, should
it occur,

DESIRING to strengthen further international co-operation in the safe
' development and use of npuclear energy,

CONVINCED of the need for an 1internattonal framework which will
facilitate the prompt provision of assistance in the event of a nuclear acci-
dent or radiological emergency to mitigate its consequences,

NOTING the usefulness of bilateral and multitateral arrangements on
mutual assistance in this area,

NOTING the activities of the International Atomic Energy Agency in
developing guidelines for mutual emergency assistance arrangements in connec-
tion with a nuclear accident or radiological emergency,

HAVE AGREED as follows:

Article 1

General provisions

1. The States Parties shall co-operate between themselves and with the
International Atomic Energy Agency (hereinafter referred to as the "Agency")
In accordance with the provisions of this Convention to facilitate prompt as-
sistance in the event of a nuclear accident or radiological emergency to mini-
mize 1ts consequences and to protect 1ife, property and the environment from
the effects of radifoactive releases.

2. To facilitate such co-operation States Parties may agree on bilateral
or multilateral arrangements or, where appropriate, a combination of these,
for preventing or minimtzing injury and damage which may result in the event
of a nuclear accident or radiological emergency.
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3. The States Parties request the Agency, acting within the framework of
jts Statute, to use its best endeavours in accordance with the provisions of
this Convention to promote, facilitate and supporl the co-operation between
States Parties provided for in this Convention.

Article 2

Provision of assistance

1. If a State Party needs assistance in the event of a nuclear accident or
radiological emergency, whether or not such accident or emergency originates
within its territory, jurisdiction or control, i1t may call for such assistance
from any other State Party, directly or through the Agency, and from the
Agency, or, where appropriate, from other international intergovernmental
organisations {(hereinafter referred to as "international organisations").

2. A State Party requesting assistance shall specify the scope and types
of assistance required and, where practicable, provide the assisting party
with such information as may be necessary for that party to determine the
extent to which it is able to meel the request. In the evenl that it ¥s not
practicable for the requesting State Party to specify the scope and type of
assistance required, the requesting State Party and the assisting party shall,
in consultation, decide upon the scope and type of assistance required.

3. Each State Party to which a request for such assistance %s directed
shall promptly decide and notify the requesting State Party, directly or
through the Agency, whether it is in a position to render the assistance
requested, and the scope and terms of the assistance that might be rendered.

&, States Parties shall, within the 1imits of their capabilities, 3identify
and notify the Agency of experts. equipment and materials which could be made
available for the provision of assistance to other States Parties in the event
of a nuclear accident or radiological emergency as well as the terms, espe-
cially fimanclal, under which such assistance could be provided.

5. Any State Party may request assistance relating to medical treatment or
temporary relocation into the territory of another State Party of people in-
volved in a nuclear accident or radiological emergency.

6. The Agency shall respond, in accordance with its Statute and as pro-
vided for in this Convention, to a requesting State Party's or a Member State’'s
request for assistance in the event of a nuclear accident or radiological

emergency by:
{(a) making avallable appropriate resources allocated for this purpose;
{b) transmitting promptly the request to other States and interna-

tional organisations which, according to the Agency's informa-
tion, may possess the necessary resources; and
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(c) i1 so requested by the requesting State, co-ordinating the assis-
tance at the international level which may thus become available.

Article 3

Direction and control of assistance
Unless otherwise agreed:

(a) the overall direction, control, co-ordination and supervision of
the assistance shall be the responsibility within its territory
of the requesting State. The assisting party should, where the
assistance involves personnel, designate in consultation with the
requesting State, the person who should be in charge of and re-
tain operational supervision over the personnel and the equipment

. provided by 1t. The designated person should exercise such
supervision in co-operation with the appropriate authorities of
the requesting State:

{(b) the requesting State shall provide, to the extent of 1its capa-
bilities, local facilities and services for the proper and effec-
tive administration of the assistance. It shall also ensure the
protection of personnel, equipment and materials brought into its
territory by or on behalf of the assisting party for such purpose;

(¢) ownership of equipment and materials provided by either party
during the periods of assistance shall be unaffected, and their
return shall be ensured;

(d) a State Party providing assistance in response to a request under
paragraph 5 of Article 2 shall co-ordinate that assistance within
its territory.

. Article 4

Competent authorities and points of contact

1. Each State Party shall make known to the Agency and to other States
Parties, directly or through the Agency, its competent authorities and point
of contact authorized to make and recelve requests for and to accept offers of
assistance. Such points of contact and a focal point within the Agency shall
be available continuously.

2. tach State Party shall promptly inform the Agency of any changes that
may occur in the information referred to in paragraph 1.
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3. 1he Agency shall regularly and expeditiously provide to States Parties,
Member States and relevant 1internatiomnal organisations the information
referred to in paragraphs 1 and 2.

Article §

Functions of the Agency

The States Parties request the Agency, in accordance with paragraph 3
of Article 1 and without prejudice to other provisions of this Convention, to:

(a) collect and disseminate to States Parties and Member States 1in-
formation concerning:

(¥) experts, equipment and materials which could be made avail-
able n the event of nuclear accidents or radiological
emergencies;

{11} methodologies, technigues and available results of research
relating to response to nuclear accidents or radiological
emergencies;

(b} assist a State Party or a Member State when requested in any of
the following or other appropriate matters:

(1) preparing both emergency plans in the case of nuclear acci-
dents and radiological emergencies and the appropriate
legislation;

{11) developing appropriate training programmes for personnel to
deal with nuclear accidents and radiological emergencies;

{111) transmitting requests for assistance and relevant informa-
tion in the event of a nuclear accident or radiolegical
emergency;

{(iv) developing appropriate radiation monitoring programmes,
procedures and standards;

(v) conducting Iinvestigations 1into the feasibility of estab-
1ishing appropriate radiation monitoring systems;

(¢c) make avalilable to a State Party or a Member State requesting
assistance in the event of a nuclear accident or radiological
emergency appropriate resources allocated for the purpose of con-
ducting an Initial assessment of the accident or emergency;

{(d} offer its good offices to the States Parties and Member States in
the event of a nuclear accident or radiological emergency;
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{e) establish and maintain Jiaison with relevant international organ-
isations for the purposes of obtaining and exchanging relevant
information and data, and make a 1list of such organisations
available to States Parties, Member States and the aforementioned
organisations.

Article 6

Confidentiality and public statements

1. The requesting State and the assisting party shall protect the confi-
dentiality of any confidential information that becomes available to either of
them in connection with the assistance in the event of a nuclear accident or
radiological emergency. Such information shall be used exclusively for the
purpose of the assistance agreed upon.

2. The assisting party shall make every effort to co-ordinate with the
requesting State before releasing information to the public om the assistance
provided in connection with a nuclear accident or radiological emergency.

Article 17

Reimbursement of costs

1. An assisting party may offer assistance without costs to the requesting
State. When considering whether to offer assistance on such a basis, the
assisting party shall take into account:

(a) the nature of the nuclear accident or radiological emergency;

{b} the place of origin of the nuclear accident or radiological
emergency;

(c) the needs of developing countries;
{(d) the particular needs of countries without nuclear facilities; and
{e) any other relevant factors.

2. When assistance ts provided wholly or partly on a reimbursement basis,
the requesting State shall reimburse the assisting party for the costs in-
curred for the services rendered by persons or organisations acting on its be-
half, and for all expenses in connection with the assistance to the extent
that such expenses are not directly defrayed by the requesting State. Unless
otherwise agreed, reimbursement shall be provided promptly after the assisting
party has presented its request for reimbursement to the requesting State, and
in respect of costs other than local costs, shall be freely transferrable.
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3. Notwithstanding paragraph 2, the assisting party may at anytime walive,
or agree to the postponement of, the reimbursement in whole or in party. In
considering such waiver or postponement, assisting parties shall give due con-
sideration to the needs of developing countries.

Article 8

Privileges, immunities and facilities

1. The requesting State shall afford to personnel of the assisting party
and personnel acting on 1ts behalf the necessary privileges, immunities and
facilities for the performance of their assistance functions.

2. The requesting State shall afford the following privileges and immuni-
ties to personnel of the assisting party or personnel acting on its behalf who
have been duly notified to and accepted by the requesting State:

(a) ‘immunity from arrest, detention and legal process, including cri-
minal, civi} and administrative jJjurisdiction, of the requesting
State, 1in respect of acts or omissions in the performance of
their duties; and

(b) exemption from taxation, duties or other charges, except those
which are normally incorporated in the price of goods or paid for
services rendered, in respect of the performance of their assis-
tance functions.

3. The requesting State shall:

(a) afford the assisting party exemption from taxation, dutles or
other charges on the eguipment and property brought into the
territory of the requesting State by the assisting party for the
purpose of the assistance; and

(b) provide immunity from seizure, attachment or requisition of such
equipment and property.

4. The requesting State shall ensure the return of such equipment and pro-
perty. If requested by the assisting party, the requesting State shall ar-
range, to the extent it ¥s able to do so, for the necessary decontamination of
recoverable equipment involved in the assistance before its return.

5. The requesting State shall facilitate the entry into, stay in and de-
parture from its national territory of personnel notified pursuant to para-
graph 2 and of equipment and property involved in the assistance.

b. Nothing in this Article shall require the requesting State to provide
its nationals or permanent residents with the privileges and immunities pro-
vided for in the foregoing paragraphs.

7. Without pre)udice Yo the privileges and ‘immunities, all beneficiaries
enjoying such privileges and immunities under this Article have a duty to
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respect the Jaws and regulations ofF the requesting State. They shall also
have the duty not to interfere in the domestic affairs of the requesting State.

8. Nothing in this Article shall prejudice rights and obligations with
respect to privileges and immunities afforded pursuant to other international
agreements or the rules of customary international law.

9, wWhen signing, ratifying, accepting, approving or acceding to this Con-
vention, a State may declare that it does not consider itself bound in whole
or in part by paragraphs 2 and 3.

10. A State Party which has made a declaration in accordance with para-
graph 9 may at any time withdraw it by notification to the depositary.

Article 9

Transit of personnel, equipment and property

Each State Party shall, at the request of the requesting State or the
assisting Party, seek to facilitate the transit through its territory of duly
notified personnel, equipment and property involved in the assistance to and
from the requesting State.

Article 10

Claims and compensation

1. The States Parties shall closely cooperate in order to facilitate the
settlement of legal proceedings and claims under this Article.

2. Unless otherwise agreed, a requesting State shall in respect of death
or of injury to persons, damage to or loss of property, or damage to the envi-
ronment caused within 1its territory or other area under its jurisdiction or
control in the course of providing the assistance requested:

(a) not bring any legal proceedings against thc assisting party or
persons or other legal entities acting on its behalf;

{b) assume responsibility for dealing with 1legal proceedings and
claims brought by third parties against the assisting party or
against persons or other legal entities acting on its behalf;

(c) hold the assisting party or persons or other Tegal entities act-

ing on its behalf harmless in respect of legal proceedings and
claims referred to in sub-paragraph (b); and
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(d) compensate the assisting party or persons or other legal entities
acting on its behalf for:

(3) death of or injury to personnel of the assisting party or
persons acting on its behalf;

(11) 1loss of or damage %to non-consumable equipment or materials
related to the assistance;

except in cases of wilful misconduct by the individuals who caused the death,
Injury, loss or damage.

3. This Article shall not prevent compensation or indemnity avallable un-
der any applicable international agreement or national law of any State.

4. Nothing in this Article shall require the requesting State to apply
paragraph 2 in whole or in part to its nationals or permanent residents.

5. wWhen signing, ratifying, accepting or acceding to this Convention, a
State may declare:

(a) that 1t does not consider 1itself bound in whole or in part by
paragraph 2;

(b) that it wil) not apply paragraph 2 in whole or in part in cases
of gross negligence by the individuals who caused the death, in-
Jury, loss or damage.

6. A State Party which has made a declaration In accordance with para-
graph 5 may at any time withdraw it by notification to the depositary.

Article N1

Termination of assistance

The requesting State or the assisting party may at any time, after ap-
propriate consultations and by notification in writing, request the termina-
tion of assistance recelved or provided under this Convention. Once such a
request has been made, the parties involved shall consult with each other to
make arrangements for the proper conclusion of the assistance.

Article 12

Relationship to other international agreements

This Convention shall not affect the reciprocal rights and obltgations
of States Parties under existing international agreements which relate to the
matters covered by this Convention, or under future internattonal agreements
concluded in accordance with the object and purpose of this Convention.
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Article 13

Settlement of disputes

1. In the event of a dispute between States Parties, or between a State
Party and the Agency, concerning the interpretation or application of this
Convention, the parties to the dispute shall consult with a view to the
settlement of the dispute by negotiation or by any other peaceful means of
settling disputes acceptable to them.

2. If a dispute of this character between States Parties canmot be settled
within one year from the request for consultation pursuant to paragraph 1, it
shali, at the request of any party to such dispute, be submitted to arbitra-
tion or referred to the International Court of Justice for decision. Where a
dispute is submitted to arbitration, if, within six months from the date of
the request, the parties to the dispute are unable to agree on the organisa-
tion of the arbitration, a party may request the President of the Interna-
tional Court of Justice or the Secretary-General of the United Nations to
appoint one or more arbitrators. In cases of conflicting requests by the par-
ties to the dispute, the request to the Secretary.- General of the United Nations
shall have priority.

3. When signing, ratifying, accepting, approving or acceding to this Con-
vention, a State may declare that it does not consider itself bound by either
or both of the dispute settlement procedures provided for tn paragraph 2. The
other 5tates Parties shall not be bound by a dispute settlement procedure pro-
vided for in paragraph 2 with respect to a State Party for which such a dec-
taration ¥s in force.

q, A State Party which has made a declaration in accordance with para-
graph 3 may at any time withdraw it by notification to the depositary.

Article 14

Entry into force

1. This Convention shall be open for signature by all States and MNamibia,
represented by the United Nations Council for Namibia, at the Headquarters of
the International Atomic Energy Agency in Vienna and at the Headquarters of
the United Nations in New York, from 26th September 1986 and 6th October 1986
respectively, umtil its entry into force or for twclve months, whichever
period is longer.

2. A State and Namibia, represented by the United Nations Council for
Namibia, may express its consent to be bound by this Convention either by sig-
nature, or by deposit of an instrument of ratification, acceptance or approval
following signature made subject to ratification, acceptance or approval, or
by dcposit of an instrument of accession. The instruments of ratification,
acceptance, approval or accession shall be deposited with the depositary.
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3. This Convention shall enter into force thirty days after consent to be
bound has been expressed by three States.

4. For each State expressing consent to be bound by this Convention after
jts entry into force, this Convention shall enter into force thirty days after
the date of expression of consent.

5. (a) This Convention shall be open for accession, as provided for in
this Article, by international organisations and regional inte-
gration organisations constituted by sovereign States, which have
competence in respect of the negotiation, conclusion and applica-
tion of international agreements in matters covered by this Con-
vention.

(b} In matters within their competence such organisations shall, on
their own behalf, exercise the rights and fulfil the obligations
which this Convention attributes to States Parties.

(c) When depositing its instrument of accession, such an organisation
shall communicate to the depositary a declaration indicating the
extent of its competence in respect of matters covered by this
Convention.

{(d) Such an organisation shall not hold any vote additional to those
of 1ts Member States.

Article 15

Provisional application

A state may, upon signature or at any later date before this Convention
enters into force for t, declare that it will apply this Convention provi-
sionally.

Article 16

Amendment s

1. A State Party may propose amendments to this Convention. The proposed
amendment shall be submitted to the depositary who shall circulate it imme-
diately to all other States Parties.

2. If a majority of the States Parties requesl the depositary to convene a
conference to consider the proposed amendments, the depositary shall invite
all States Parties to attend such a conference to begin not sooner than thirty
days after the invitations are issued. Any amendment adopted al the confer-
ence by a two- thirds majority of all States Parties shall be lald down in a

Protocol which is open to signature in Vienna and New York by all States
Parties.
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3. the Protocol shall enter into force thirty days after consent to be
bound has been expressed by three States. Ffor each State expressing consent
to be bound by the Protocol after its entry into force, the Protocol shall en-
ter into force for that State thirty days after the dale of expression of
consent.

Article 17

Denunciation

1. A State Party may denounce this Convention by written notification te
the depositary.

2. Denunciation shall take effect one year following the date on which the
notification ¥s received by the depositary.

Article 18

Depositary

1. The Director General of the Agency shall be the depositary of this Con-
vention.

2. The Director General of the Agency shall promptly notify Stales Parties
and all other States of:

(a) each signature of this Convention or any protocol of amendment;

(b) each deposit of an instrument of ratification, acceptance, ap-
proval or accesslon concerning this Convention or any protocol of
amcndment ;

(c) any declaration or withdrawal thereof in accordance with Articles
8, 10 and 13;

(d) any declaration of provisional application of this Convention in
accordance with Article 15;

(e) the entry 1into force of this Convention and of any amendment
thereto; and

(f) any denunciation made under Article 17.
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Article 19

Authentic texts and certified copies

The original of this Convention, of which the Arabic, Chinese, English,
French, Russian and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited
with the Director General of the International Atomic Energy Agency who shal)
send certified copies to States Parties and al} other States.
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